If due to stone, the gall-bladder is generally shrunken, not palpable, the icterus moderate and varying, the stools at times brown, at other times grey, the colic of varying degrees of severity, the spleen generally enlarged, and the fever intermittent.
If, on the other hand, the obstruction is due to cancer, the gall-bladder is enlarged, often palpable, the icterus is continuous and progressive, the stools are constantly grey, and there is generally an absence of colics, of enlargement of the spleen, and of fever. 
